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CONTROL INTERFACE PROTOCOL FOR TELEPHONE SETS FOR A 
SATELLITE TELEPHONE SYSTEM 


ABSTRACT 


A control interface protocol governs communications in a satellite telephone 
system. The satellite telephone system comprises a radio antenna unit (RAU) and a 
plurality of desksets connected to the RAU. An interface bus connects the desksets to 
the RAU. The RAU and the desksets conmiunicate with each other by packets. Each 
packet comprises a start of header (SOH) byte, an address number (ADDR) byte, a 
command (CMD) byte, an argument (ARG) and a block check character (BCC). The 
ADDR byte comprises a source and a destination address of the packet. All packets, 
except negative acknowledgment (NAK) packets from the desksets, are acknowledged 
by the RAU. The packets originating from the desksets are tagged with an address of 
the desksets. A packet to a specific deskset includes a destination address. A packet 
originating from the RAU to all desksets includes a first default address. A packet 
originating from the RAU to a deskset that does not have an address includes a second 
default address. 


